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Fellow Citizens,  

 

1. Thank you for keeping the flames of 

freedom alive in our country. Thank you also 

for standing with me in the many years of 

struggle to liberate Kenya. Thank you for the 

battles we have fought together. 
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2. The journey has been long. But I have not 

fought alone or felt lonely. We have fought 

together. 

 

3. But allow me take this very special 

moment to convey my very personal and 

deep gratitude to my family and the entire 

Odinga family for their enduring spirit in 

difficult, upsetting and tragic times.  
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4. Through the times, they have kept 

powering through and lived up to the 

Jaramogi Oginga Odinga’s mantra that 

“Freedom Has a price.”  

 

5. I also want to thank my fellow 

compatriots in the struggle. Thank you for 

keeping the faith. Thank you for fighting the 

good fight.  
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6. I wish to especially thank the strongest 

human being known to me; Her Excellency, 

Dr. Ida Betty Anyango Odinga, the pillar of 

our family and the secret weapon to our 

combined strength.  

 

7. Ida is the mother of our four children, 

Fidel Castro, Rosemary Akeyo, Raila Junior 

and Winnie Irmgard. The four are all 
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different in character, but all are endowed 

with the strength of their mother Ida. 

 

8. Every time they put me behind bars in the 

‘80s, they thought they had stopped the fight 

for Kenya, only for them to meet an even 

more relentless fighter in the person of 

Madam Ida Odinga, a fighter as determined 

as only a mother can be for her children.  
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9. Nothing can stop the power of a good 

woman fighting shoulder to shoulder with an 

Engineer!  

 

10. However, in this election, Mama Ida’s 

children are you, the people of Kenya. 

 

11. Fellow Kenyans, by voting in our next 

Deputy President Madam Martha Wangari 
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Karua, you will have a complete army to 

fight for you and our country. 

 

12. That is something you won’t find on the 

other side. There are neither fighters nor the 

fighting spirit on the other side. 

 

13. There is no known fight to make Kenya a 

better place that has been led by the people 

on the other side. The fighters for a better 
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Kenya are on this side, wako hapa Kasarani 

Leo.  

 

14. Fellow Kenyans, Wangari and Amolo are 

not simply running to win an election.  We 

are running to make Kenya a first-class 

global democracy and economy.  We are 

running to build a Kenya of hope and 

opportunity; a Kenya not of 45 individual 

tribes but one big Kenyan tribe.  



10 

 

 

15. My Dear Kenyans; I am here today not to 

declare a celebration but to sound a battle 

cry. 

16. As the Christian Hymnals tell us;  

“the long, dark night is almost gone,  

and the morning soon will break.”  

17. We are on the verge of a great victory. I, 

Raila Amolo Odinga, have seen Canaan; the 

land of milk and honey. The land of “…No 
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woman, No cry”.  I have seen the Promised 

Land; the land of The Redemption Song. 

(*SING*)  

“but my hand was made strong,  

by the hand of the almighty,  

we forward in this generation… triumphantly. 

Won’t you help to sing, these songs of freedom,  

Cause all I ever had 

Redemption songs x2” 
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18. But we know “…the battle is HARDEST, 

when victory is NEAREST”. 

19.  Get ready, my dear Kenyans and keep 

the spirit of “Alutta Continua.”  

 

20. Next Tuesday, all Azmio followers have to 

be at their polling stations by 6 am and cast 

their vote.  

21. August 9th marks the 7th multi-party 

election in Kenya.  
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22. Historically, the number 7 is a symbol of 

completion and new beginnings. 

 

23. God rested on the 7th day after completing 

his work.  

 

24. Joshua went round the wall of Jericho 7 

times for the wall to fall and pave way to a 

new beginning.  
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25. Pilgrims to Mecca walk around the Kaaba 

seven times to achieve healing and 

reconciliation with Allah. 

 

26. On the 7th multiparty election on Tuesday, 

we will mark the year of completion and new 

beginnings. 
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27. I must also remind Kenyans that we 

started this struggle on Saba Saba Day; the 

7th day of the 7th month of 1990.  

 

28. On that day, we declared that the walls of 

dictatorship must fall. The walls of 

corruption must fall. And the walls of 

impunity, injustice and exclusion must fall.  
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29. On Tuesday, we complete what we started 

on Saba Saba Day. And destiny has appointed 

the 7th multiparty election as the date of this 

completion. 

 

30. My dear Kenyans, 

 

31. The question we face today is: Who has a 

safe pair of hands to complete what we 

started on Saba Saba? 
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32. Whose hands will dismantle the Bandit 

Economy of corruption? In whose hands are 

your families safe? When you look at your 

children, who do you feel will really make 

sure that you have the ability to give them the 

best that they deserve?  

 

33. Who do you feel will ensure the unity of 

the country no matter the election results? Is 
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it the man who shook the hand of his bitter 

rival and brought national reconciliation and 

healing or the hand of the warmonger who is 

a deviant and a convicted thief?  

34. Which hand will you trust to deliver social 

protection for the poor?  

35. The Auditor General tells us that 800 

billion shillings is stolen every year through 

corruption. 800 billion shillings is TWICE 
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the economy of two of our neighbours in East 

African Community. 

36. Who do you feel is BEST qualified to 

dismantle this cartel of thieves?  

37. Dear Kenyans,  

38. People have asked us how we will give 

6,000 shillings to poor families. But that is the 

WRONG question.  
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39. The question we should be asking is how a 

few corrupt people got to be paid 800 billion 

shillings every year from our budget. How 

did the government afford this? How did 

these people con us? 

 

40. If we could afford to pay 800 billion to 

CONMEN, we can afford to pay a mere 6000 

shillings to known and real Kenyans 

struggling with life.  
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41. What these families need is a DIRECT 

INJECTION from government. These 

families need direct government funds to 

feed their children.  

 

42. So, in the first 100 days, my government 

will begin paying 6000 shillings to families 

living below the poverty line.  
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43. And we will not STOP until they reach a 

place where they can feed their children 

without our HELP. This is what we are 

calling Social Protection.  

 

44. Fellow Kenyans, 

 

45. As you go to the ballot on Tuesday, I want 

you to know that we as a country are at 

inflection point. 
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46. Either something very good will happen, 

or something terrible will happen. 

47. We have a choice of the Promised Land, 

But the Land of Bondage is also within sight. 

The pharaoh is refusing to let our people go. 

48. We left the land of bondage on Saba Saba 

day in 1990. On that day, we DECLARED 

this: “…Let my People Go…! 
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49. Today, I repeat the same declaration “… 

LET MY PEOPLE GO”. Free them from the 

bondage of thieves. Free them from the 

Bondage of LIARS. And free them from the 

CHAIN links of corruption.  

 

50. Dear Kenyans; 

 

51. We are soon entering Canaan and there 

are a few rule we will have to observe. In 
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Canaan, we MUST embrace reconciliation. 

We cannot get to Canaan a divided nation 

that is half bitter and half happy. In my 

government, there will be NO revenge. I 

PLEDGE to be the President of all.  

52. I have made this decision because I did not 

choose my liberation CAUSE. The liberation 

cause CHOSE me.  



26 

 

53. And when I was tempted to RUN away 

from it, the CAUSE always found me. 

 

54. This is why I always found a place in my 

heart to reconcile. I shook the hand of Mzee 

Daniel Toroitich Arap Moi in March 2002, of 

President Kibaki in February 2008 and of my 

brother President Uhuru Kenyatta in March 

2018.   
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55. I want to assure Kenyans that I will 

continue with this HANDSHAKE 

DOCTRINE, the doctrine of unclenching the 

fist. For the sake of Kenya, I will shake the 

hand of my rivals and pay the political price 

if I have to.  

 

56. I will shake their hand if I win. And I will 

shake their hand if I don’t. And I will do it 
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because I love Kenya more than I love Raila 

Amolo Odinga. 

 

57. Dear Kenyans, 

 

58. The election is a mere three days away. 

Make arrangements to vote on 9th. Let’s vote 

early. Let’s win early.  
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59. I need the vote of each and every one of 

you listening to me now. Choose your 

president yourself. 

60. Peace be with you all. God Bless you, God 

Bless this election, AND God, Bless this our 

land and Nation. 

61. ASANTENI SANA. 


